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Figure 6-4. Work map depicting existing shoreline position from the  
effective FIRM and the new shoreline location (modified from DiCamillo et al., 2005). 

Because the shoreline retreat extends landward of the effective VE/AE boundary, 
reanalysis of flood hazards may be warranted (in lieu of redelineation). 

 
If the gutter separating the VE Zone and AE Zone flood hazard areas along the open coast falls 
seaward of the shoreline on the new base map, the Mapping Partner shall adjust the VE/AE 
gutter to be just landward of the shoreline and adjust the seaward VE Zone gutter with the 
highest BFE to be coincident with the shoreline and remove any intermediate gutters, taking 
care not to increase the flood insurance risk zone designation or BFE for any properties without 
modeling to justify such an increase. If this situation occurs with any frequency, the Mapping 
Partner should consider utilizing the effective shoreline rather than the shoreline from the new 
base map for the revised FIRM and discuss this with the FEMA Project Officer. 

In areas other than the open coast where shoreline changes result in gutters located in open 
water, the Mapping Partner shall use best judgment in evaluating the nature of the BFE change 
(wave regeneration over open fetches, wave damping due to vegetation, buildings, etc.) and 
shift the gutters as necessary to provide a logical identification of flood hazards on the new base 
map. Again, the Mapping Partner should use caution to not increase the flood insurance risk 
zone designation or BFE for any properties without modeling to justify such an increase. 
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